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Mike addressing the staff of SANAS at a farewell function given to 
him on Friday, 20 March 2009 at Pumulani Lodge, Pretoria.��� ���� �
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MMrr  MMiikkee  PPeeeett  tthhee  CChhiieeff  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  OOffffiicceerr  ooff  
SSAANNAASS  aanndd  rreettiirreedd  SSAADDCCAA  RReeggiioonnaall  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  
ttooookk  uupp  aa  ppoosstt  aatt  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  FFrraammeewwoorrkk  
CCoonnvveennttiioonn  oonn  CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee  [[UUNNFFCCCCCC]]  aass  ppaarrtt  
ooff  tthhee  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  tteeaamm  llooookkiinngg  aafftteerr  tthhee  CClleeaann  
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  MMeecchhaanniissmm  [[CCDDMM]]  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  bbaasseedd  
iinn  BBoonnnn,,  GGeerrmmaannyy..  
  
IInn  11999966  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  SSQQAAMM  mmeeeettiinngg  wwaass  hheelldd  iinn  
PPrreettoorriiaa,,  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa..    AAtt  tthhiiss  mmeeeettiinngg,,  MMrr  PPeeeett  
wwaass  aapppprrooaacchheedd  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhee  SSQQAAMM  
aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  ssttrruuccttuurree..    TThhee  ffiirrsstt  SSAADDCCAA  mmeeeettiinngg  
wwiitthh  MMrr  PPeeeett  aass  RReeggiioonnaall  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  wwaass  hheelldd  iinn  
MMaauurriittiiuuss  iinn  11999977..  IItt  wwaass  aallrreeaaddyy  aatt  tthhiiss  mmeeeettiinngg  
tthhaatt  MMrr  PPeeeett  hhaadd  aa  vviissiioonn  ooff  aa  rreeggiioonnaall  
aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy  aanndd  pprreesseenntteedd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  pprrooppoossaall  
ooff  aa  mmooddeell  ooff  aa  rreeggiioonnaall  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy  ttoo  tthhee  
mmeeeettiinngg..    MMrr  PPeeeett’’ss  vviissiioonn  wwaass  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  rreeggiioonnaall  
aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy  wwoouulldd  bbee  ooff  bbeenneeffiitt  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  
MMeemmbbeerr  SSttaatteess  ooff  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  wwoouulldd  
pprroovviiddee  tthheemm  wwiitthh  aacccceessss  ttoo  tthhee  gglloobbaall  mmaarrkkeett..      
  
MMrr  PPeeeett  wwaass  iinnssttrruummeennttaall  iinn  oorrggaanniizziinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  
SSAADDCCAA  wwoorrkksshhoopp  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  hheelldd  iinn  ZZiimmbbaabbwwee  iinn  
AAuugguusstt  11999977..    AA  mmooddeell  ffoorr  bbootthh  SSAADDCCAA  aanndd  tthhee  

rreeggiioonnaall  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy  ggrraadduuaallllyy  eevvoollvveedd  
tthhrroouugghh  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  sstteeppss  ccoommpprriissiinngg  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  
aanndd  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  wwiitthh  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff  
aapppprroopprriiaattee  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  bbooddiieess  aanndd  oobbttaaiinniinngg  
tthheeiirr  ooppiinniioonnss  oonn  tthhee  ffeeaassiibbiilliittyy  ooff  aa  rreeggiioonnaall  
aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy..      
  
IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaallllyy,,  MMrr  PPeeeett  iiss  wweellll  rreessppeecctteedd  aanndd  
rreeccooggnniizzeedd  hheennccee  hhee  wwaass  eelleecctteedd  aass  CChhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  
tthhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  LLaabboorraattoorryy  AAccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  
CCooooppeerraattiioonn  [[IILLAACC]]  iinn  22000000,,  aa  ppoossiittiioonn  hhee  hheelldd  ffoorr  
ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss..    IItt  wwaass  dduurriinngg  hhiiss  tteerrmm  aass  CChhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  
IILLAACC  tthhaatt  MMrr  PPeeeett  ttaabblleedd  aa  rreeqquueesstt  ttoo  tthhee  IILLAACC  
EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ffoorr  tthhee  SSAADDCCAA  CChhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  
ttoo  sseerrvvee  oonn  tthhee  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  IILLAACC..  HHee  
ffeelltt  tthhaatt  iiff  tthhee  SSAADDCC  rreeggiioonn  wwaass  ttoo  ssuurrvviivvee  aanndd  bbee  
rreeccooggnniizzeedd  iinn  tthhee  gglloobbaall  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  aarreennaa  iittss  
vvooiiccee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  hheeaarrdd  aatt  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  lleevveell..      
  SSAADDCCAA  wwaass  ttoo  bbee  aallssoo  aacccceepptteedd  aass  aann  aaffffiilliiaattee  
mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  IILLAACC  wwiitthhoouutt  hhaavviinngg  ttoo  ppaayy  aannyy  
mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ffeeeess  ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg  tthhee  ffiinnaanncciiaall  
ccoonnssttrraaiinnttss  iinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn,,  tthhrroouugghh  MMrr  PPeeeett’’ss  eeffffoorrttss..  
  
IInn  ttaannddeemm  ttoo  hhiiss  tteennuurree  aass  IILLAACC  CChhaaiirr,,  MMrr  PPeeeett  
ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSAADDCCAA  CChhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  aapppprrooaacchheedd  
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vvaarriioouuss  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ddoonnoorrss  ttoo  ffuunndd  mmeeeettiinnggss  aanndd  
wwoorrkksshhooppss  ooff  SSAADDCCAA  ffoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  ddeelliibbeerraattiioonnss  oonn  
tthhee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  tthhee  rreeggiioonnaall  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy..    
DDiissccuussssiioonnss  wwiitthh  ddoonnoorrss  wweerree  nnoott  eeaassyy  bbuutt  MMrr  
PPeeeett  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttiirreelleessssllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaiimm  ooff  aacchhiieevviinngg  
hhiiss  ggooaall  ooff  aa  rreeggiioonnaall  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy..  
  
WWhhiillsstt  ssoouurrcciinngg  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ddoonnoorr  ffuunnddiinngg,,  
NNaattiioonnaall  AAccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  FFooccaall  PPooiinnttss  [[NNAAFFPPss]]  wweerree  
aallssoo  aappppooiinntteedd  iinn  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  SSAADDCC  ccoouunnttrriieess  aass  
ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  rreeggiioonnaall  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree..    
WWhheenn  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ddoonnoorr  ffuunnddiinngg  wwaass  eevveennttuuaallllyy  
oobbttaaiinneedd,,  ttrraaiinniinngg  iinn  WWoorrlldd  TTrraaddee,,  CCoonnffoorrmmiittyy  
AAsssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  wweerree  
pprroovviiddeedd  ttoo  tthheessee  NNAAFFPPss  aanndd  tthhee  SSAADDCCAA  
mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  22000033..      
  
MMrr  PPeeeett’’ss  vviissiioonn  wwaass  rreeaalliisseedd  wwhheenn  tthhee  rreeggiioonnaall  
aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  bbooddyy  SSAADDCCAASS  wwaass  rreeggiisstteerreedd  iinn  
22000055  aass  aa  nnoonn--pprrooffiitt  ccoommppaannyy  iinn  BBoottsswwaannaa  aanndd  iittss  
ffiirrsstt  ssttaaffff  mmeemmbbeerrss  aappppooiinntteedd  iinn  22000088..  
  
WWee  bbeelliieevvee  wwee  ssppeeaakk  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  wwhhoollee  
SSAADDCC  ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  wwiisshhiinngg  MMiikkee,,  DDoott  aanndd  
CCaatthheerriinnee  tthhee  vveerryy  bbeesstt  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  aanndd  kknnooww  
AAffrriiccaa  wwiillll  bbee  hhiigghh  oonn  MMiikkee’’ss  pprriioorriittyy  lliisstt  aass  hhee  
ccoonncceennttrraatteess  oonn  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  iinn  AAffrriiccaa..  
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1.1  GENERAL ��� �
 
The 23rd annual SADC SQAM meeting was 
officially opened by the South African Minister of 
Trade and Industry, the Honourable Mr Mandisi 
Mphahlwa.  The meeting was held in Cape Town, 
South Africa from 05 to 10 May 2008.  At this time 
Certificates of Appreciation were also awarded.  
The five recipients were the late Mrs Beatrice 
Mutabazi, who was also the SADCA Chairperson 
at the time of her death, Dr Mukayi Musarurwa, Dr 
Franz Hengstberger, Mrs Gabriela da Silva and Mr 
Donald Masuku.  These certificates were awarded 
to them for their contributions to SQAM.   The 
official opening was followed by a technical 
workshop which was open to the public.  The 
workshop theme was appropriately “Food Safety – 
2010” in view of the upcoming World Cup soccer 
show piece to be held in South Africa in 2010.  
Five papers were presented at the workshop by 
internationally renowned experts and all of them 
demonstrating the complexity of dealing with 
feeding large numbers of people and the role that 
food safety standards and management systems 
can play. 
 
The 12th annual SADCA meeting took place on 07 
May 2008 during the annual SADC SQAM 
meetings.  A number of regional accreditation 
cooperations also attended the meeting, with Mr 
Graham Talbot, Vice Chairman of EA making a 
presentation on the new legislative framework for 
accreditation in Europe.  Written reports were also 
received from ILAC and the other regional 
cooperations.  SADCA was also fortunate to have 
Dr Nguz; the SADC/EU Food Safety Project 
Technical Assistance Team Leader also briefed 
SADCA members on the SADC/EU Food Safety 
project.  This presentation highlighted the need for 
the services of SADCAS. 
 
With the appointment of Mrs Maureen Mutasa as 
the SADCAS Chief Executive Officer, Zimbabwe 
was left without a SADCA member.  Likewise with 
the death of Mr Karani, Zimbabwe was left without 
an NAFP.  Mrs Eve Gadzikwa, the newly 
appointed Director General of Standards 

Association of Zimbabwe is now the SADCA 
member for Zimbabwe and Mr Christopher 
Ngwenya, the Acting Superintendent in the 
Zimbabwe Ministry of Industry and International  
 
 
 
Trade was appointed NAFP to replace the late Mr 
F Karani.  We extend a warm SADCA welcome to 
them. 
 
During 2008 Seychelles rejoined SADC and 
renewed its membership with SADCA.  Seychelles 
have appointed Mrs Sreekala Nair as the SADCA 
member and Mrs Amy Quatre appointed as the 
NAFP member.   This brings the total number of 
SADC member countries to 15.   
 
During the period under review the SADCA Chair 
and Regional Coordinator attended SADC SQAM 
ExCo meetings and also attended SADC SQAM / 
EU project steering committee meetings. 
 
Funding for the SADC SQAM / EU project 
Programme Estimate 1 [PE1] had become 
available and a number of training courses under 
the SADCA component are already underway.  It 
is also envisaged that the NAFPs would receive 
similar training which NAFPs received in 2003.  
This training would focus on World Trade, 
Conformity Assessment and Accreditation 
requirements.  Training in the various standards 
used in accreditation will also be received. 
 
SADCA Committee members and NAFPs are 
playing an important role in the SADC region in 
preparing organisations for accreditation.  
Swaziland hosted an ISO 15189 workshop for 
medical laboratories in August 2008 with donor 
funding.  The SADCA Secretariat was able to 
arrange for an expert to officiate at this workshop.  
 
During 2008 MAURITAS issued their first 
certificates of accreditation.  SADCAS is also 
progressing well and it is hoped that the SADCA 
MLA Committee would be operational soon. 
 
The members re-endorsed the importance of the 
nominated SADCA representatives participating in 
international meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ON A SAD NOTE:  It is with deep regret to announce the death of Mr Francis Karani, who passed away on Friday,  
31 October 2008 after a short illness. Mr Karani was the NAFP for Zimbabwe.  Mr Karani will be greatly missed by all in SADCA and 
SADCAS. 
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ISO 15189 [MEDICAL] WORKSHOP IN 
SWAZILAND  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the picture is Mrs Vijay Padayachee of SANAS, the 
medical expert, with the NAFPs of Swaziland, Mr 
Henson Dlamini and Ms Sybil Dlamini and two other 
delegates attending the workshop. 
 
 
1.2  PMC MEETINGS 
 
During the period under review three PMC 
meetings were held in June 2008, November 2008 
and February 2009 in Pretoria, South Africa and 
Gaborone, Botswana respectively.  
 
As the SADCAS Chief Executive Officer and 
Technical Manager had just been appointed, the 
focus of the June 2008 meeting was to meet with 
the two officers of SADCAS to discuss policy 
issues and the supporting role of the PMC to 
SADCAS going forward.  During this meeting, Dr 
Hans Mittmann, the SADC SQAM / EU project 
technical assistance team leader presented a 
summary of the presentation made by the Director 
General of Norwegian Accreditation on software 
they were developing and which could be of 
benefit to SADCAS, SANAS and MAURITAS.   It 
was proposed that the development of the 
software be funded out of the SADC SQAM / EU 
project.  With respect to royalties, the SADC 
SQAM / EU project would finance them for the 
next three years; thereafter they would be 
financed by the SADC Secretariat for five years. 
 
The funding for the development of the system 
would be funded out of the SADC / EU project.  
With respect to royalties, the SADC / EU project 
would finance them for the next three years; 
thereafter they would be financed by the SADC 
Secretariat for five years. 
 

JUNE 2008 PMC MEETING AT THE CRESTA 
LODGE, GABORONE, BOTSWANA. 

 
 

From left to right: 
Back row: Ron Josias, SADCA Regional Coordinator, 
Othy Kaakunga, Robin Gopee and Mike Peet. 
Front row:  Masego Marobela, SADCA Chairperson, 
Maureen Mutasa, SADCAS CEO, Jeanne Ranorovelo, 
SADCAS Technical Manager, and Marie Chilcott, 
SADCA Secretary. 
 
At the commencement of the November 2008 
PMC meeting, Dr Hans Mittmann, the SADC 
SQAM / EU the project technical assistance team 
leader, updated the meeting on the latest 
developments in the SADC SQAM / EU project, in 
particular the Programme Estimate 1 [PE1] and 
the proposed PE2.  The meeting focused on policy 
issues which were to be discussed with the 
SADCAS BoD and for preparation for the meeting 
with the NAFPs.  At this meeting, preliminary 
preparations and drafting of the agenda for the 
2009 annual SADCA meeting was undertaken.  
 
During the same week of the PMC meeting in 
November 2008, the SADCA PMC, the SADCAS 
BoD, the NAFPs and the SADCAS staff met for a 
series of meetings.  This was the first time that a 
combined meeting of the PMC, BoD, NAFPs and 
SADCAS staff was held.  This was also the first 
time that Mrs Mutasa met with the NAFPs in her 
capacity as SADCAS CEO.  She made a 
presentation on the SADCAS Business Plan, 
discussed the NAFP roles and responsibilities in 
SADCAS and mapped the way forward.   
 
The members of SADCA and SADCAS went away 
from the November 2008 combined meetings 
inspired and with enthusiasm with the task that lay 
ahead to make the first regional accreditation body 
in the world, SADCAS, a huge success.  

 



Page 7 of 16 

PHOTOS TAKEN DURING THE NOVEMBER 2008 SADCA / SADCA S MEETINGS  
AT ST GEORGE HOTEL, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA – NOVEMB ER 2008 

 

 
 
Members of the SADCA PMC. 

 
 
Members of the SADCAS BoD. 

 

  
 

Delegates at the combined meeting. 

The PMC meeting held in February 2009 
primarily focused on the final preparations for 
the annual SADCA meeting scheduled for April 
2009, discussed the SADC SQAM / EU project 
and discussed the future direction for SADCA 
direction for SADCA as a regional cooperation.  
Mr Peet resigned from the SADCA PMC as he 
was taking up a position at the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
[UNFCCC] as part of the management team 
looking after the Clean Development 
Mechanism [CDM] and will be based in Bonn, 
Germany. 
 
Front row, from left to right: 
Marie Chilcott, Maureen Mutasa, Riundja Ali 
Kaakunga [Othy], Masego Marobela. 
Back row, from left to right: 
Mike Peet, Ron Josias and Robin Gopee. 
 

FEBRUARY 2009 PMC MEETING AT THE 
GABORONE SUN, GABORONE, 
 BOTSWANA. 
 

 
 
SADCA PMC members.  Names on the left  
alongside. 
1.3 NATIONAL ACCREDITATION FOCAL  
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       POINTS [NAFPs]  
  
�  During the November 2008 meetings with 

the NAFPs, the SADCAS CEO made a 
presentation on the SADCAS Business 
Plan, discussed the roles and response- 
bilities within SADCAS, mapping the way 
forward. 
  

�  Quarterly reports:  The quarterly reports 
received from NAFPs were analysed and 
their concerns and requirements extracted 
from these reports.   

 
�  NAFP job descriptions:  An official 

SADCAS document had been approved by 
the BoD outlining the roles and 
responsibilities of the NAFPs within 
SADCAS going forward.  The link between 
the NAFP and SADCAS was very important 
as without this link it would be very difficult 
for SADCAS to operate. 

 
�  IT equipment:  The need was realised to 

equip NAFPs with reliable IT equipment for 
them to effectively undertake their future 
tasks within SADCAS.  The SADCAS CEO 
will be handing over IT equipment to all the 
NAFPs during her visits to the Member 
States.  The IT equipment would consist of 
a laptop, printer, data projector, flash disk 
and a computer bag.  This equipment 
would be used by the NAFPs in executing 
their duties on behalf of SADCAS.  The 
equipment remains the property of 
SADCAS.  However, it was the 
responsibility of the NAFP to maintain and 
secure the IT equipment.  In addition 
NAFPs would be provided with 6 key 
accreditation standards ISO/IEC 17011, 
17020, 17021, 17025 and Guide 65 as well 
as ISO 15189. 

 
�  Certificates of Recognition:  It is envisaged 

that the first Certificates of Recognition 
would be awarded to deserving NAFPs at 
the 2009 SADCAS Annual General 
Meeting.  A Certificate of Recognition and a 
procedure on the criteria for awarding 
Certificates of Recognition are already in 
place. 

 
 
1.4  SADCA TRAINING  
 
From the 16 trainee technical assessors who 
attended the training course in 2005, nine 
trainees have to date been on SANAS 
assessments as observers.  As part of their 
training the respective lead assessors provided 

them with assessment documentation to 
complete.  In all instances the assessment 
teams were impressed with the trainees.  
SADCA would like to express their gratitude to 
PTB, Germany for funding the trainees on 
these assessments. 
 
With the funding from the EU project technical 
experts attended various management systems 
courses during the first quarter of 2009.  These 
experts will be receiving training in technical 
assessing techniques and will be 
accompanying assessment teams on 
assessments to gain practical experience.  
Technical assessors with the necessary 
management skills will be trained as lead 
assessors. 
 
SADCA has also identified the need to develop 
peer evaluators and provision had been made 
in the EU project to train such individuals in the 
near future.  To gather the necessary 
experience they will be used to evaluate the 
accreditation bodies in the region. 
 
 
1.5  AFRAC    
 
Discussions were held with a group of 
interested stakeholders at the ILAC / IAF 
General Assembly in Stockholm, Sweden in 
October 2008 on the need for the 
establishment of an Inter Africa Accreditation 
Cooperation.   
 
An exploratory workshop was held in Mauritius 
on 01 and 02 April 2009.  The workshop was 
officially opened by Hon D Gokhool, the 
Mauritian Minister of Industry, Science and 
Research with approximately 60 delegates 
attending the official opening of the workshop.  
The South African High Commissioner – H E 
Mr D M Matabane and the First Secretary 
[Political] Ms N B Phama were also in 
attendance at the official opening. 
 
A high level of prominence was given to this 
workshop in that the Mauritius Broadcasting 
Corporation [MBC] covered the official opening.  
The SQAM Expert, Dr Oswald Chinyamakobvu 
was interviewed by MBC on why the need for 
an Inter African Accreditation Cooperation.  The 
interview was screened on the local news of 
MBC on 02 April 2009.  
 
Invitations were extended to Mr Lars Ettarp of 
past Chair of European cooperation for 
Accreditation and Mr Victor Gandy, Executive 
Secretary of the Inter American Accreditation 
Cooperation.  Mr Ettarp made a presentation 
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on the challenges and experiences with the 
emphasis on accreditation in the regulatory 
domain for accreditation bodies in EA.  Mr 
Gandy made a presentation on the pros and 
cons of the Inter American Accreditation 
Cooperation. 
 
Presentations on experiences towards creating 
a regional accreditation cooperation in the East 
African region was made by Mr Rukaria and Mr 
Josias provided experiences from a SADC 
perspective. 
 
Representatives from the Libyan National 
Centre for Standardisation and Metrology, the 
Egyptian Accreditation Council, the Tunisian 
Accreditation Council, the East African 
Cooperation, Kenya Accreditation Service, the 
Mauritius Accreditation Service, SANAS, the 
South African Department of Trade and 
Industry, the SADCAS Chairperson and the 
SADCA Chairperson, Regional Coordinator and 
Secretary attended the workshop.  The 
representatives from PTB, Messes Wallerath 
and Kaiser were the facilitators at the 
workshop. 
 
The workshop ended with a draft document of 
intent from the participants.  This document will 
be shared with stakeholders back in the 
different economic regions of Africa in order to 
obtain buy-in to the “continental cooperation in 
accreditation” idea.  A follow-up meeting is 
expected to take place by December 2009 
where formalization of the cooperation structure 
will be discussed. 
 
A small task group was established for drafting 
of the document after which the committee 
members will provide their input. 
 
The delegates to the workshop expressed their 
gratitude to PTB of Germany who funded the 
workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BANNER ABOVE THE ENTRANCE OF THE 
LE VICTORIA HOTEL, MAURITIUS FOR THE 
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP 
 

 
 
 
 
DELEGATION ATTENDING AFRAC  
WORKSHOP AT LE VICTORIA HOTEL, 
MAURITIUS 
 

   
Front row, from left to right: 
Tshenge Demana, Masego Marobela, Marie Chilcott 
and Zangar Dorsaf. 
  
Back row, from left to right: 
Oswald Chinyamakobvu, Riundja Ali Kaakunga 
 [Othy], Robin Gopee, Khaled Ben-Kher, Ron Josias, 
John Rukaria, Stefan Wallerath, Victor Gandy, 
Martin Kaiser, Mahmoud Eltayeb, Mike Peet, Lars 
Ettarp, Willy Musinguzi, Elsabé Steyn, Chankar 
Bheekhun and Hassan Shaarawi. 
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1.6  SADCA MEMBERS   
 
SADCA Committee Ordinary Members 
Angola     Mrs Teodora Lourenco Silva 
Botswana   Mrs Masego Marobela 
Democratic Republic of Congo Mr Viki Mbuya Kanama 
Lesotho    Mr Cyprian Mokhoro 
Madagascar   Mr Patrick �������������	  
Malawi    Mr Davlin Chokazinga 
Mauritius   Mr Robin Gopee 
Mozambique   Mr Alfredo Sitoe 
Namibia   Mr Othy Kaakunga 
Seychelles   Mrs Sreekala Nair 
Swaziland   Mr Henson Dlamini 
Tanzania   Mr Charles Ekelege 
Zambia    Mr Mataa Mukelabai 
Zimbabwe   Mrs Eve Gadzikwa 
 
 
1.7  SADCA PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
 
Mrs Masego Marobela      Chairperson 
Mr Othy Kaakunga  Vice Chairperson 
Mr Ron Josias  Regional  Coordinator 
Mrs Marie Chilcott  Secretary 
Mr Mike Peet   South Africa 
Mrs Maureen Mutasa  SADCAS CEO 
Mr Robin Gopee  MAURITAS 
Mrs Elsabé Steyn  South African Department of Trade & Industry 
Ms Anna-Marie Lötter  South African Department of Trade & Industry (Alternate) 
Dr Oswald Chinyamakobvu   SADC SQAM Expert (SADC Representative) 
 
 
1.8  NATIONAL ACCREDITATION FOCAL POINTS : 
 
Angola    Mr Helmir Barbosa 
Botswana   Mr Dennis Juta 
Democratic Republic of Congo Mr Viki Mbuya Kanama 
Lesotho    Mr Motjoka Makara 
Madagascar   Mr Séraphin Razafimahafaly 
Malawi    Mr Davlin Chokazinga 
Mauritius   Mr Chankar Bheekhun 
Mozambique   Ms Guilhermina Nhampulo   
Namibia   Mr Nicky Iitula 
Seychelles   Mrs Amy Quatre 
Swaziland   Mr Henson Dlamini 
Tanzania   Mrs Stella Mrosso  
Zambia    Mr Nteema Muzandu 
Zimbabwe   Mr Christopher Ngwenya  
 
SADCA SECRETARIAT 
Regional Coordinator:   Secretary:                                 
Mr Ron Josias    Mrs Marie Chilcott 
Telephone:  +27 12 394 3777  Telephone:  +27 12 394 3788 
Fax:  +27 12 394 4777   Fax:  +27 12 394 4788 
Email:  ronj@sanas.co.za  Email:  mariec@sadca.co.za 
 
The website address is:  www.sadca.org
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2.1  GENERAL 
 
The Annual General Meeting of SADCAS was 
held on 07 May 2008 in Cape Town, South 
Africa during the annual SADC SQAM 
meetings held from 05 to 10 May 2008.  The 
three retiring SADCAS directors, Messrs 
Kaakunga and Mokhoro and Mrs Marobela, 
were all re-elected onto the SADCAS Board for 
a further term of three years.  The re-election of 
these directors was welcomed by the Board as 
it was important to retain current Board 
members whilst SADCAS was in its 
development stages and thus ensuring 
continuity. 
 
SADCAS is the first multi-economy 
accreditation body in the world, a feat that the 
SADC region should indeed be proud of. 
 
Despite only operating for a few months, 
SADCAS produced their first newsletter, “The 
Pioneer”, in November 2008. 
 
A special Board meeting was held on 18 July 
2008 and a number of urgent resolutions were 
reached with a view of expediting the 
operationalisation of SADCAS. 
 
JULY 2008 BoD MEETING HELD AT THE 
FARM INN, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA. 

At the March 2009, the BoD were updated by 
the SADCAS CEO on the progress to date, 
discussed the draft SADC / SADCAS MoU, the 
launch of SADCAS and prepared for the 2009 
SADCAS Annual General Meeting and the 
financials to be tabled at the Annual General 
Meeting. 
 
 
MARCH 2009 BoD MEETING HELD AT THE 
ELEGANT LODGE, PRETORIA, SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

 
 
From left to right: 
Othy Kaakunga, SADCAS Chairman, Maureen 
Mutasa, SADCAS CEO, Stuart Carstens, 
Oswald Chinyamakobvu, Marie Chilcott, 
SADCA Secretary,  Mataa Mukelabai, Linda 
Dirorimwe, SADCAS Secretary, Mike Peet, 
Masego Marobela,  SADCAS Vice Chairman, 
Ali Tukai.   
 
 
2.2 SADCAS SUBSIDIARITY STATUS  
 
According to the SADC Principle of 
Subsidiarity, SADC is required to formalize its 
partnership with SADCAS through an MoU.  It 
is anticipated that this MoU would be signed 
during the launch of SADCAS to be held in 
conjunction with the 2009 SADC SQAM 
meetings. 

 
  
From left to right: 
Oswald Chinyamakobvu, Othy Kaakunga, 
SADCAS Chairman, Maureen Mutasa, 
SADCAS CEO, Ali Tukai, Stuart Carstens, 
Marie Chilcott, SADCA Secretary, Cyprian 
Mokhoro, Ron Josias, SADCA Regional 
Coordinator, Masego Marobela, SADCAS Vice 
Chairman 
 
 

 
 
2.3 DIPLOMATIC STATUS  
 
Acquiring diplomatic status for SADCAS 
operations and administration provides certain 
key privileges to the organization as a whole 
and its staff.  During the June 2008 SADCA 
PMC meeting the SADCAS CEO accompanied 
by the SADCAS Chairman, Mr Othy Kaakunga 
and the SADCA Chairperson, Mrs Masego 
Marobela, paid a courtesy visit to the Botswana 
SADC Contact Point within the Ministry of 
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Finance and Development Planning to discuss 
the application for diplomatic status.   
 
The application letter for diplomatic status was 
accompanied by a letter of introduction signed  
by the Executive Secretary of SADC and 
submitted to the Botswana SADC Contact 
Point. 
 
 
2.4  SADCAS LAUNCH  
 
It is anticipated that the launch of SADCAS 
would be held in conjunction with the 2009 
annual SQAM meeting and the signing of the 
SADC / SADCAS Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
 
 
2.5 SADCAS OFFICES 
 
The services of office designers were obtained 
as the SADCAS office space is very limited and 
required expert advice.  SADCAS offices have 
been partitioned and furnished.  IT equipment 
is also now in place and functiong well. 
 
 
2.6  SADCAS TRADEMARKS  
 
The SADCAS trademark [name and logo] have 
been registered in Botswana in five classes.  
The SADCAS CEO is now pursuing registration 
in the Member States in which SADCAS was 
going to operate.  Registration is being pursued 
through ARIPO for those countries in the SADC 
region who are signatory to the BANJUL 
Protocol, i.e. Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, 
Swaziland, Tanzania and Zimbabwe.  Those 
countries that are not signatories to the 
BANJUL Protocol which is Angola, DRC, 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Zambia and 
Mauritius would have to register individually 
and directly in their countries.  This will be 
achived with the help of the respective 
countries’ NAFPs. 
 
 
2.7  SADCAS ACCREDITATIONS  
 
SADCAS would be covering the full scope of 
accreditation, i.e. certification, inspection and 
laboratory testing and calibration accreditation.  
SADCAS will cater for the accreditation needs 
of those countries without a national 
accreditation body and those countries whose 
national accreditation bodies only cover a 
limited scope of accreditation. 

The growing demand for accreditation in the 
SADC region cannot be met by SANAS and 
MAURITAS.  SADCAS was established to meet 
these demands. 
 
SADCAS will initially set up twinning 
arrangements with other internationally 
recognised accreditation bodies in order for the 
organisations accredited by SADCAS to enjoy 
immediate international recognition. 
 
 
2.8  SADCAS INTERNATIONAL  
       MEMBERSHIP 
 
In July 2008, ILAC amended its Bylaws to 
accommodate multi-economy accreditation 
bodies in its membership, paving the way for 
SADCAS to also participate in the technical 
committees of ILAC.  Following that SADCAS 
applied to both Ilac and IAF for affiliate 
membership.  SADCAS has already been 
accepted by Ilac as an affiliate member.  
Membership in IAF is under consideration. 
 
 
2.9  SADCAS COURTESY CALLS  
 
The SADCAS CEO and Technical Manager 
paid a number of courtesy calls to different 
Ministries and Embassies/High Commissioners 
of the various SADC Member States and 
stakeholders. 
 
 
2.10  VISITS TO MEMBER STATES 
 
The SADCAS CEO would be visiting all the 
Member States during the first half of 2009 to 
meet with senior government officials.  NAFP 
supvervisors, NAFP and SADCA committee 
members.  Also to meet with key regulators and 
stakeholders.  The purpose of the meetings is 
to: 
 
�  Create awareness on the importance of 

accreditation and existence of SADCAS. 
�  To articulate SADCAS expectations from 

governments and stakeholders. 
�  To handover IT equipment. 
 
Visits have already been undertaken to 
Lesotho, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Malawi and 
Namibia.  Meetings with Botswana 
stakeholders were also held during the period 
under review. 
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2.11  SADCAS TELEPHONE LINES AND INTERNET 
 
The SADCAS telephone lines and internet are fully operational.  The information is as follows: 
 
Telephone number:   +267 3132909/ 3132910 

Fax number:  +267 3132922 

Email addresses:    

Mrs Maureen Mutasa, Chief Executive Officer : mpmutasa@sadcas.org 
Ms Jeanne Ranorovelo, Technical Manager: jfranorovelo@sadcas.org 
Ms Linda Dirorimwe, Accreditation Administrator : ldirorimwe@sadcas.org 
 
 
2.12  SADCAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
Mr Othy Kaakunga  Chairman, Namibia 
Mrs Masego Marobela  Vice Chairman, Botswana 
Mr Mataa Mukelabai  Zambia 
Mr Ali Tukai   Tanzania 
Mr Cyprian Mokhoro  Lesotho 
Mr Stuart Carstens  South Africa 
Mr Mike Peet   South Africa 
Dr Oswald Chinyamakobvu Zimbabwe 
Mrs Maureen Mutasa  Ex officio member 
Ms Linda Dirorimwe  SADCAS Secretariat 
Mr Ron Josias   SADCA Secretariat 
Mrs Marie Chilcott  SADCA Secretariat 
 
Since the staff of SADCAS have been appointed, the SADCA Secretariat will no longer be responsible 
for Secretariat duties of the SADCAS Board of Directors and SADCAS Board committees.  This task 
will be taken over by SADCAS. 
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3.1  NORAD, NORWAY 
 
The audited financials of Workplan I of the 
NORAD Phase II project was submitted to the 
Norwegian Embassy and accepted.  A report 
and audited financials on the bridge funding 
was submitted to the Norwegian Embassy who 
accepted the project as completed.   
 
Workplan II was submitted to NORAD and 
funding disbursed.  Workplan II was completed 
in December 2008 and will now be audited by 
the SADCAS auditors, PriceWaterhouse-
Coopers.  Funding for Workplan III was 
disbursed in January 2009. 
 
During a visit to Mr Jan Eriksen of NORAD in 
Norway, the SADCAS CEO and Messrs Mike 
Peet and Ron Josias were assured that, 
despite the current financial crisis, the funding 
of the NORAD Phase II project was secure.  
During this visit the SADCAS delegation was 
informed by a senior South African diplomat 
that the Norwegians were very excited about 
this project and accepted as one of their most 
successful projects. 
 
Initial drafting of Workplan IV is now underway. 
 
 
3.2 PTB, GERMANY 
 
During 2008 PTB funded 4 SADCA trainee 
technical assessors to accompany SANAS 
assessment teams as observers to gain 
practical knowledge in assessment techniques. 
 
In August 2008, PTB funded a medical expert 
to officiate at an ISO 15189 workshop in 
Swaziland. 
 
Attendance at the 2008 IAAC General 
Assembly in Asunción, Paraguay by the 
SADCA Chairperson was also funded by PTB. 
 
PTB realizing the importance of an 
accreditation cooperation on the African 
continent will fund the workshop on the need 
for an Inter African Accreditation Cooperation to 
be held in Mauritius in April 2009.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.3  THE SOUTH AFRICAN dti  
 
The South African dti continues to fund the 
SADCA Secretariat, PMC meetings and 
attendance of the SADCA Chairperson and 
Regional Coordinator at ILAC and IAF 
meetings. 
 
 
3.4  SADC SQAM / EU PROJECT   
 
The SADCA component of the EU project 
focuses largely on the training of assessors for 
the region.  To date a large number of technical 
experts attended management systems’ 
training courses in Gaborone, Botswana.   
 

 
SADCA wishes to express its appreciation 
to the above donors for funding these very 
important accreditation initiatives in the 
SADC region. 
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4.1  IAAC MEETINGS 

 
As part of the Technical Cooperation which 
SADCA signed with IAAC in 2003, the SADCA 
Chairperson attended the 2008 IAAC General 
Assembly in Asunción, Paraguay in September 
2008 and made a presentation on the activities 
within SADCA and SADCAS during the 
General Assembly and other related meetings.  
The Chairperson also attended marketing and 
promotions workshop as well as a training 
workshop.  
 
Laboratories in the SADC region were invited to 
participate in two proficiency testing schemes 
which were initiated by the IAAC. 
 

                                                                                       
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Masego Marobela, SADCA Chairperson at the 
2008 IAAC General Assembly in Asunción, 
Paraguay in September 2008. 
 
 
4.2  ILAC AND IAF MEETINGS  

 
Mr Josias, the SADCA Regional Coordinator, 
serves on the Executive Committee of ILAC 
and Mrs Marobela, the SADCA Chairperson, 
serves on the IAF Board.  Attendance to these 
meetings is very important in order for the 
“voice” of the SADC region to be heard in these 
international meetings. 
 
The SADCA Chairperson, Mrs Marobela, and 
the SADCA Regional Coordinator, Mr Josias, 
attended the ILAC and IAF Executive 
Committee meetings in Paris, France in July 
2008. 
 
The SADCAS CEO, Mrs Mutasa, and the 
Regional Coordinator, Mr Josias, attended the 
ILAC / IAF General Assembly meetings in 
Stockholm, Sweden in October 2008.  Mrs 
Mutasa gave a presentation on the impact of 
private food standards on the Africa region’s 

market access at a seminar on Organic Food 
and its impact on climate held in conjunction 
with the annual ILAC / IAF meetings. 
 
The Regional Coordinator, Mr Josias, attended 
the ILAC Executive Committee meeting in 
Paris, France in March 2009. 
 
 
4.3  OTHER MEETINGS 
 
The SADCAS Chairman, Mr Othy Kaakunga, 
attended a training seminar on the World Trade 
Organisation Technical Barriers to Trade and 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreements in 
Washington DC in November 2008.  His 
participation was funded by the Namibian 
Standards Institution.  It was hoped that the 
experience gained at this seminar would be 
useful in SADCAS’ work contributing to the 
removal of non tariff technical barriers to trade 
and the unnecessary use of sanitary and 
Phytosanitary measures in the SADC region. 
 
The SADCAS CEO, Mrs Mutasa, gave a 
presentation on Accreditation and SADCAS at 
an ISO regional workshop on Conformity 
Assessment infrastructure supporting trade 
held in Windhoek, Namibia from 27 to 28 
November 2008. 
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SADCA has provided regular reports to the 
newsletters of ILAC, IAAC, EA, APLAC, PAC 
and the SANAS Communiqué.  Various 
presentations on SADCA and SADCAS were 
also made at international and regional 
meetings. 
 
Regular feedback on SADCA and SADCAS 
activities are provided to the SANAS and NLA 
Boards. 
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�  SADCA will assist in the integration of the 

technical infrastructure being created within 
SADC into the regional strategies to 
manage TBT and SPS related activities. 

�  Initiation of SADCA MLAs. 
�  Focusing on the training of technical 

experts for use as technical and lead 
assessors, trainers and peer evaluators for 
the SADC region. 

�  Continuation for the establishment of an 
Inter African Accreditation Cooperation. 

�  Submission of projects to international 
donor funding organizations for further 
funding of SADCA activities. 

�  Liaison and cooperation with other regional 
accreditation bodies like EA, APLAC and 
continue the cooperation with IAAC. 

 

 
ABBREVIATIONS  
 

AFRAC  African Accreditation Cooperation 
APLAC  Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation 
ARIPO  African Regional Intellectual Property Organization 
BoD  Board of Directors 
CEO  Chief Executive Officer 
EA  European cooperation for Accreditation 
EU  European Union 
ExCo  Executive Committee 
IAAC  Inter American Accreditation Cooperation 
IAF  International Accreditation Forum 
ILAC  International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation 
ISO  International Organisation for Standardization 
MAURITAS  Mauritius Accreditation Service 
MBC  Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation 
MLA  Multi Lateral Agreement /or Arrangement 
NAFP  National Accreditation Focal Point 
NLA  National Laboratory Association 
NORAD  Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation 
PAC  Pacific Accreditation Cooperation 
PMC  Project Management Committee 
PTB  Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt 
SADC  Southern African Development Community 
SADCA  Southern African Development Community Cooperation in Accreditation 
SADCAS  Southern African Development Community Accreditation Service 
SANAS  South African National Accreditation System 
SPS  Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
SQAM  Standardisation, Quality Assurance, Accreditation and Metrology 
TBT  Technical Barriers to Trade 
the dti  The Department of Trade and Industry 

 
 
 


